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Famous Last Words 
By -  Dennis L. Shaver 

B y inserting the word “lost” for “last” in the 
phrase, “Famous Last Words,” we arrive at an interest-
ing thought.  
 
There are some words that are lost in the vocabulary of 
modern man. As we look at some of these, we need to 
be thinking seriously about the effect this has on those 
around us, and the world in general. 
 
If each one would concentrate on incorporating these 
words, or finding these words, and using them in his vo-
cabulary, the world surely would be a better place in 
which to live. Now, let us look at some lost words: 
 1 . “I’m wrong.” The word wrong is not lost, but 
the pronoun usually connected with it is you. It’s never 
me, always you. Some are just like the fellow that alleg-
edly said: “Don’t confuse me with the facts, I’ve already 
made up my mind.” 
 

T his lost phrase takes very little time to say, but 
at the same time it takes a great deal of courage. Howev-
er, many have too much pride to use these words in their 
vocabulary. Therefore, to them they are lost words. 
In Romans 3:4 the apostle Paul says: “…yea, let God be 
true, but every man a liar.” When we study the words of 
God, this must be in our minds. We don’t study God’s 
word to prove our opinions, but rather to understand HIS 
holy and matchless truths. 
 

M uch of the problem is related to pride, in 
that we are afraid someone else might show us, from the 
Word of God, the truth concerning our belief. We look 
upon this as man vs. man. But, in reality it is God speak-
ing to man through His word. “If any man speak, let him 
speak as the oracles of God” (1 Pet. 4:11). 
 

W hen we can plainly see that our position 
disagrees with the word of God, why can’t we use the 
phrase “I’m wrong?” Why do we consider it a shame to 
be wrong? The wise man Solomon declared: “Pride 
goeth before destruction, and an haughty spirit before a 
fall.” (Prov. 16:18). The word of God is profitable for 
reproof, correction, instruction in righteousness. 
When one disagrees with the word of God, then he must 
say, “I’m wrong.” We need to give up some of our 
pride, lest it lead us to eternal torment and pain in the 
depths of a fiery hell. Let us remember, God is giving 
the correction through HIS WORD, and not one man to 
another. 
 2 . “I’m sorry.” This is closely connected with the 
last phrase. We no longer hear apologies, at least not 
very often. Again I am firmly convinced that part of the 
problem is pride. Paul tells us, “For I say, through the 
grace given unto me, to every man that is among you, 
not to think of himself more highly than he ought to 
think…” (Rom. 12:3). Don’t we pray to God for for-
giveness of our sins and wrong doings?”If so, it is time 
for some soul-searching and honest meditation. No one 
can be right all the time, and no man can live completely 
free of apologies. If you think you can, then you are al-
ready in deep and serious trouble. 



A ren’t we saying “I repent;” “I’m sor-
ry?” We admit to God that we are sorry for be-
ing weak, and for often failing our duty. We re-
alize our weakness before God, and we are not 
ashamed to admit it. But, because of our pride, 
we won’t admit our faults before others, yet it is 
even worse not to admit it and say that you are 
sorry.  
 

I t  would be a sorrowful thing, if the 
omission of the words, “I’m sorry” caused one 
to miss eternal life. Each one needs to examine 
himself and see if these are lost words in his vo-
cabulary. 
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